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was a great success. Everyone learned 
so much—from their own work and 
from each other. 

Costume Chesed
Ora Zeitlin, a fourth-grade student at 

Shulamith School for Girls, lives the les-
sons imparted by her teachers. While 
shopping at a local grocery store, Ora 
noticed a sign depicting a hungry child. 

Excitedly, she outlined her plans to raise 
money for hungry children. “On Purim, 
I’ll dress up as a vending machine that 
really works and sells stuff. Then I’ll give 
all the money to Hunger Hurts.” From a 
desire to help others, an idea for a Purim 
costume materialized. Is this not one 
of the foundations of Purim—matanot 

la’evyonim and love of a fellow Jew?
Ora visited home after home on both 

Purim and Shushan Purim encourag-

ing other children to participate in the 
mitzvah of tzedakah by buying prizes 
from her vending machine. In total, 
Ora raised $144 for the Davis Memorial 
Fund. “Maybe I can work for them rais-
ing money,” suggested Ora, as she recog-
nized that while she is only nine years 
old, her inspiration became a reality. 

Shalhevet Purim Chagigah
The energy was palpable and con-

tagious on March 3 as Midreshet Shal-
hevet celebrated with an exciting and 
festive chagigah. Dressed in an array 
of costumes, the students entered the 
glow-in-the-dark ballroom complete 
with disco balls and glow lights. DJ 
Gary Wallin pumped up the room with 
lively music as the students and faculty 
danced together. Following dancing, 
the administration performed a skit, 
depicting a typical day in Shalhevet. 
The students were rolling with laughter 
as the administration imitated the stu-
dents. Comedian Eli Lebowicz kept the 
chuckles going with a stand-up improv 
show. The girls participated in various 
comedic sets and had their friends gig-
gling at their shenanigans. The chagigah 
wrapped up with a costume contest, 
won by sophomore Hailey Leibowitz! It 
was a great way to bring in the Purim 
cheer and celebrate together. 

Passing The Torch 
In Cedarhurst

By Debra L. Weinrib

Despite the frigid temperatures of 
this winter, the warmth that exists in 
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