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DRS Counts Down 
To Shavuot

Sefi rat HaOmer is marked as a time 
period for growth in one’s avodat 

Hashem as we prepare for the holiday of 
Shavuot and kabbalat haTorah. To that 
end, for the past 14 years, DRS Yeshiva 
High School has had the privilege of 
hosting renowned talmidei chachamim

as a preparation for kabbalat haTorah

in a series of inspiring lectures lead-
ing up to Shavuot. This year DRS will 
once again be hosting a fantastic lineup 
of four inspiring rebbeim, designed 
to inspire students, faculty, and fami-
lies before the upcoming holiday. DRS 
hosted Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik, 
director of the Zahava and Moshael 
Straus Center for Torah and Western 
Thought at Yeshiva University and rabbi 
at Congregation Shearith Israel in Man-
hattan, who has lectured throughout 
the United States, in Europe, and in 
Israel to both Jewish and non-Jewish 
audiences on topics relating to Jewish 
theology, bioethics, wartime ethics, and 
Jewish-Christian relations. Renowned 
speaker Rabbi Eli Mansour, one of the 
leading speakers in the Syrian-Jewish 
community, visited DRS’s beit midrash

to speak about the connection between 
Pesach and Shavuot. DRS students will 
also be privileged to hear from Rabbi 
Moshe Tzvi Weinberg, a popular mag-

gid shiur at Yeshiva University, and on 
Thursday night, YU rosh kollel Rabbi 
Michael Rosensweig will speak about 
his rebbe, the late Rav Aharon Lichten-
stein, zt’l. 

A Sofer Visits YOSS
In connection with Shavuos and Mat-

tan Torah, Rabbi Betzalel Katkovsky, a 
noted sofer, taught the pre-1A boys at 

the Hollander ECC at Yeshiva of South 
Shore how a sefer Torah, mezuzos, and 
tefi llin are made. He showed them real 
cowhide and actual split hooves. He 
also demonstrated how to wear tefi l-

lin. He taught them that the ink we use 
to write the Torah is made from a spe-
cial nut—and that even the ink used for 
writing a Torah needs to be “kosher.” 

Nachum Lemkus 
Visits Shalhevet

On Thursday morning, May 14, Mid-
reshet Shalhevet heard from Nachum 
Lemkus, father of Dalia Lemkus. Dalia 
was murdered by Palestinian terrorists 
late last year. The students listened to 

the gut-wrenching story of how Dalia 
was at a hitchhiking station right out-
side of Alon Shevut when she was bru-
tally and fatally attacked. Midreshet 
Shalhevet honored Dalia by learning 
in her memory. Shortly after her mur-
der, the students arranged a school-
wide commemoration where students 
spoke about Dalia and other victims of 
terrorist attacks. Eleventh-grader Tamar 
Beer recreated a painting that Dalia had 
drawn, intended for her future home. 
The painting was presented to the 
Lemkus family on erev Pesach by elev-
enth-grader Noa Eliach and her family. 
Mrs. Brenda Lemkus, Dalia’s mother, 
was overwhelmed with emotion upon 
receiving the painting and hearing 
that a girls’ school in Woodmere took 
such interest in their daughter Dalia 

and memorialized her in a positive and 
beautiful way.

Unfortunately, Mr. Nachum Lem-
kus was home at the time, so during 
his visit to New York this past week, he 
came to Shalhevet to bring the relation-
ship full circle. The girls were touched 
as he shared stories about Dalia’s beau-

tiful life. He remarked how Dalia always 
had a smile on her face and how upbeat 
and positive she was. Dalia had been 
involved in a terrorist attack previously, 
and when asked about how she contin-
ues to live in Israel in the same fashion, 
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she replied, “I am not going to let terror-
ists stop me from how I am supposed 
to live my life.” Mr. Lemkus also shared 
a song that one of his friends had com-
posed about Dalia’s life. It portrayed her 
interests, hobbies, and the light that 
she carried with her. Although Dalia did 
not survive this attack, her legacy will 
remain strong for years to come. 

Kollel Tiferes Avos Holds 
5th Annual Breakfast

Kollel Tiferes Avos under the lead-
ership of Rav Dov Bressler, shlita, 
held their fi fth annual breakfast at 
Congregation Shaaray Tefi la in Law-

rence. Guests of Honor were Mr. and 
Mrs. Sender Schwartz. Torah V’Avodah 
Award was presented to the Chaburah 

Daf B’Iyun, Rabbi Eliezer Einhorn, Mr. 
Tzvi Gastwirth, Mr. Yosef Katz, and Mr. 
Shlomo Salomon. The guest speaker 
was Rav Noach Oelbaum, shlita, mara 

d’asra of Khal Nachlas Yitzchok of Kew 
Gardens Hills. The master of ceremo-
nies was Rabbi Betzalel Korn, mara 
d’asra of Kneseth Meir of Far Rocka-
way. 

YDT Greets Rav Shmuel 
Kamenetsky

By Moshe Benoliel

The talmidim and rebbeim of 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah were treated to 
a special visit this Sunday morning by 

HaGaon Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shl-

ita, the rosh yeshiva of the Philadel-
phia yeshiva. Rav Kamenetsky, who 
was in the Five Towns for a reception 
on behalf of his yeshiva, took time 
from his hectic schedule to inspire the 
bnei yeshiva. He spoke about his great 
pleasure in seeing the talmidim, “the 
future of Klal Yisrael,” and the great 
responsibility inherent in that sta-
tus. He urged the boys to prepare to 
be mekabel the Torah anew in honor 
of the yom tov of Shavuos and gave 
everyone a collective berachah. Each 
talmid, wearing a white shirt in honor 
of the auspicious occasion, walked by 
the illustrious guest on their way to 
their classrooms, newly inspired and 
invigorated for a day of learning and 
avodah. 

Aaron’s Way 
Is A Smashing Success!

After the petirah of Aaron Shalom Tep-
fer in August 2013, the Tepfer family put 
together a beautiful organization that 
provides the boys in the neighborhood 
ample opportunities to do chesed. Aaron 
Tepfer, a’h, was known for his beautiful 
smile, kind words, unbelievable middos 
tovos, and simchas ha’chayim. Aaron’s 
Way continues his special legacy with 
unique programs designed to provide 
numerous options to get involved and 
help others.

One of the many inspiring programs 
is the A+OK Homework Program for 
sixth- and seventh-grade boys on Mon-
days, 7:00–8:15 p.m., in Yeshiva Sh’or 
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