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Edelstein were also in the running for 
major awards, both having advanced to 
the fi nal round.

When Rambam Mesivta fi rst helped 
form the Yeshiva High School Poetry 
League fi ve years ago, it was with a mod-
est goal: To give yeshiva high-school stu-
dents an opportunity to explore Jewish 
themes through the medium of poetry. 
What began with four schools and 
about 30 students now is a league with 
15 participating schools and over 100 
poets. It is clear that the void fi rst felt 
has now been fi lled, and Jewish youth, 
eager to share a love for Israel and Juda-
ism, is pleased to do so through a love 
of the written and spoken word. 

Shining Stars At Shalhevet
Star qualities shine both inside and 

out of the classroom at Midreshet Shal-

hevet. Over the past few weeks, the 
students at Midreshet Shalhevet have 
won numerous interschool competi-
tions and commendable awards for 
their superb performances in various 
extracurricular activities. Starting with 
the Yeshiva University National Model 
United Nations Competition, junior 
Noa Eliach won honorable mention 

representing Israel and Australia in her 
counterterrorism unit. Noa felt confi -
dent and prepared when she presented 
her stance and credits her coach and his-
tory teacher, Mr. Simcha Bader, for her 
success. Following Noa’s accomplish-
ment, juniors Tamar Beer and Tamar 
Yastrab qualifi ed for the fi nalist round 
with Tamar Yastrab winning the Best 
Overall Performance at the interschool 

Poetry Slam competition held on Feb-
ruary 10. Tamar Yastrab’s poems titled 
“Rainku” and “Promise” exemplifi ed the 
theme of Branching Out. Mrs. Jenni-
fer Morey, Tamar’s AP English and cre-
ative-writing teacher was thrilled when 
Tamar won. “Tamar has exceptional tal-
ent in many areas and I was so proud 
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Shalhevet Mock Trial Team

Noa Eliach accepting her award
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that her talents were recognized by all 
at the slam.” Mrs. Morey exclaimed. 

The achievements did not stop there! 
The Mock Trial team, under the superb 
guidance of Ms. Atara Blumenthal and 
Mrs. Melanie Marmer, an attorney, won 
their fi rst two cases! The team argued 
the defense in the fi rst trial, and for 
plaintiff in the second. Seniors Devora 
Chait and Daniella Azose and sopho-
more Avigail Borah acted as the attor-
neys and presented thought-out argu-
ments and stated their cases clearly. 
Witnesses played by juniors Yael Eif-
erman, Bella Weiss, and senior Miriam 
Blonder responded well under cross-ex-
aminations and were not thrown off by 
allegations from the other team. The 
Mock Trial team is busy preparing for 
their upcoming trials in the following 
weeks. The entire Shalhevet family is 
overjoyed by the success of its students 
and is appreciative of their hard work. 

BBY’s 21st Annual Dinner: 
A Garden Of Success

Walking into The Sands at Atlan-
tic Beach on Monday night, January 
16, was a surreal experience. Outside it 
was frigid—the wind chill brought the 
temperature down to well below zero. 
Inside, visitors were met by spring-
like conditions, as fl owers bloomed 
on every surface, place cards “grew” in 
small patches of neatly mown grass, 
dinner tables and presentation boards 
displayed the eye-catching BBY fl ower, 
and even the mechitzah was a magnifi -
cent exhibit of fl owers.

The theme of blooming and blos-
soming was so appropriate. As the 
evening unfolded, the BBY story 
emerged through the voices of admin-
istrators, board members, parents, 
and children. BBY is a nurturing place, 
an environment in which children are 
able to thrive and grow, to bloom and 
blossom.

AROUND THE FIVE TOWNS
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Tamar Yastrab winning 

“Best Overall Performance”




